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By FRANK LONGHURST

Eitherunidentifiedflyingobjects

are
taking

it easythisyear,or they

are avoidingclose encounters
with

earthlings.

Mr Harry
Griesberg,

the co-or-
dinatorof the Austalian Centrefor

UFO Studies, Gosford,said yesterday

thatthisyearhad been
surprisingly

quiet,withveryfew
sightings

in Aus-
traliaor

anywhereelseinthe world.

Mr
Griesberg

and about22 other
UFO-watchers

are in Canberra for a
three-day conference,

which startedat
the

Belconnen

Way Motelyesterday,

to
discussscientific researchinto UFO
reports.

Of the 15 "most
interesting" reported

encounters
last year,Tasmania was by

far the mostpopular visiting place,with
nine reported sightingsconfirmedby
the centre as

"unidentified".

Mr
Griesberg

saidthatit was
unlike-

ly that
Tasmania

was beingvisitedany
more

frequently

thanany otherpartof
Australia,

but that becauseof its rela-

tive smallness and the relativeen-
thusiasmof the UFO-watcherswho
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residethere,sightings
weremorefre-

quentlyreported.

Four sightings were confirmed in
Queensland,

and one in Western Aus-
tralia.

About95 percentof all
sightings

couldbe
satisfactorilyexplained,

Mr
Griesbergsaid.The remainingper-
centagewas considered "unidentified",

and becamethe subjectof futurestudy

by the
centre.

Of the 15 most
interestingcases,

several had
recurring factors.Mosten-

counterswerewith lights,or the pres-

enceof lightwithno obvious source.

Motorists were the most frequent

subjects
of

interest
to the UFOs.Cars

were tracked, sometimesfor several
kilometres,

and were presumablyob-

servedby the
occupants

of the
objects.

Duringthistime,
witnesses

havere-
cordedthatvehicle engines becameun-
controllable,seemingly under some
formof

external control, lights flickered

on and off,
batteries

were
flattened

and
petrolwas consumedin

surprising

quantities.

The centredocuments each con-
firmedencounter;but willnot be drawn

into
opinionating

on UFOs.Theymay
be

extra-terrestrialj

but therehas been
no

evidence
to supportthattheory.
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Mr
Griesberg

saidthatseriousstu-
dentsof

"UFOlogy" wouldkeepopen
mindson the

subject.

"Evenif
someonesaidthattheysaw

a
rocket ship,andit hadwingsand

wheelsand a littleman insidewas
waving

at them,we wouldnotputa tag
on it,we would

investigate

it of
course,

but if no
logical explanation

couldbe
found,it wouldsimplybe

unidentified",

he said.

And untilsome concreteevidence

was foundto the
contrary, "uniden-

tified"is how theywouldremain.

The conferencewill continueuntil
tomorrow.

Mr
Griesberg

saidthatany-
one who had

questions aboutUFOs
wouldbe

welcome
to comealongand

ask them.


